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Tips to Keep Your Family Organized

One of the unfortunate facts of life is that if you don’t deal with your stuff daily and
have things ready for the next time you need them, chaos will reign in your house,
and everyone will be stressed out because they can't find what they need. Everything
should have a place. Here's my list of the most troublesome items in a family home,
along with a few helpful tips.

Incoming mail: Many people have a basket near the entrance of their house to
collect the mail. While there is nothing wrong with a place to capture the mail, you
must still open it, deal with the contents, and put it in its proper place every day
without fail. Place a recycle bin near the paper processing area.

Backpacks: Aimost every house with school-aged children has backpacks dumped
on the floor at the entrance of the house. Backpacks need to live on a hook or on a
shelf in that entrance, or perhaps as close as possible to where your child does their
homework or even near the kitchen where lunch items can be emptied and washed
or put in the dishwasher.

Dirty Laundry: Dirty clothes, ‘worn once’ clothes and even clean clothes are often
mixed up on the bedroom floor or piled all over the laundry room. The laundry
process requires 100% commitment to completion. Every family member should
know the process, from where dirty clothes belong before they get washed to each
person putting away the clean clothes in their proper location. So, dirty laundry
needs a place, and clean laundry needs a final home. Done. Every time.

There may be other troublesome areas like this around your home, too. Go and
investigate. Make a note of them and then plan with your family to find a place for
everything. You'll be so glad you did; everyone will know where everything is, and
much of the clutter in your home will magically disappear!
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