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Tips to Get You Moving 

Build a Budget. Interview moving companies and ask about the costs of packing services 

(highly recommended), weight of belongings (to help you determine what you can let go of) 

and what they won’t move. Get the quote in writing. Then, decide if you want to hire movers, 

move yourself, and/or get help from a professional organizer. 

• Contact your insurance company to ensure your belongings are insured during the move 

and purchase additional coverage for valuable items if needed. 

• Factor in fees for auxiliary services such as piano movers, childcare, pet care, cleaning 

services, art specialists, or technology experts. 

• Think about additional costs for your new home. You may have to sell furniture and buy 

new pieces to fit. You might also need to repaint or install/redesign closets, storage 

cabinets, etc. 

 

Plan Your Move as Early as Possible: Ideally you should start planning 3-12 months before you 

move. 

• Take a household inventory so you know exactly what you have. 

• Edit your stuff and keep only the items that make sense in your new home. 

• Create a detailed floor plan of your new space and figure out what belongs where. 

• Contact your utility providers (internet, heating, electricity) in advance to coordinate 

having services connected in your new home before disconnecting them in your old 

home. 

• If you're doing your own move, hire a truck and purchase packing boxes or rent sturdy 

moving bins. Confirm the packing and loading schedule with your helpers. 

 

Book a Hotel: When moving, allot two days for packing, one day to load out of the old house 

and one day to load into the new one. If you and your family need to stay elsewhere for a few 

nights, make appropriate arrangements. Remember to pack a bag of belongings for this 

transition period including one for your pets too (food, bowls, leash, toys, beds)! 


